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CUSHENDUN EMMETS GAC-Newsletter March 2008
Welcome to the first Cushendun GAC Newsletter.  Many of the older generation will recognise the front cover from the 1970’s when the club produced a similar Newsletter called the Emmet Review.  This is not intended to be a new Emmet Review but with so much happening on and off the field, we thought it would be useful to keep you up to date on latest developments and news.

Following the Intermediate Championship success of last year, it is important that we maintain momentum and build for the future through our underage structures in St Brendans.  
One of the reasons for this Newsletter is to encourage more people, particularly parents to become actively involved in the club.  We do not believe there is anyone in the parish that could not come up with a genuine reason as to why they could not take on a more active role but we need more that are prepared to make a sacrifice.  
There is a wide range of tasks to be done so even a contribution of a few hours in the year can make a difference.  Help is needed for transport, coaching, cleaning, pitch maintenance, ticket sales, bar work, childrens events etc and hopefully we can resurrect some new volunteers this year.
Some people have correctly asked the question, why does the hurling club need so much money? 

Before a sliothar is struck this year, the club will have paid out close to £7,000 on insurance and affiliation fees.  When the action does get underway, each adult stick costs about £16 each and each sliothar about £5 and before the year is out, close to £25,000 will have been paid out in keeping the club running.  
The club however is planning for the future and is currently in discussions with the National Trust in relation to the development of a new pavilion and changing rooms.  A development fund has been set up for this and for this reason we would like to remind everyone of three fundraising initiatives currently ongoing:

· The weekly lotto- current prize is approx £3k.  Why not set up a standing order and ensure your numbers are in the draw every week (see details below)

· Gaelic Telecom-under this scheme you can have 15% of your phone bill paid to the club and it doesn’t cost you anything (full details enclosed)

· Saffron Draw- last year we sold 250 tickets, more than twice as many as any other club.  This year, approximately £40 for every ticket sold by is goes to our own club so we could raise more than £10,000.  The draw is on May 30th and tickets are available from Sean McKendry or Brendan McSparran.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their continued support as we look forward to another busy season.
AGM 2008
The AGM was held in November and the committee for 2008 is as follows:

President:  
Malachy McSparran
Chairman:
Sean McKendry
Vice Chairman:
Paul McSparran
Secretary:
Brendan McSparran
Assnt Secretary:
R P Laverty
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Treasurer:
Claire McCaughan
Assnt Treasuer:
David Morgan
Dev Officer:
Aidan Mc Hugh
PRO: 

Rori Miller/Eoin McQuillan

Committee:
Irene Convery


Seana McCaughan


Pearl McQuillan


Debbie McQuillan


Paddy McSparran


Donal McSparran


Michael Morgan



John O’Hara

2008 Membership
Membership for 2008 closes on 30 April 2008 and is £10.  We currently have about 60 members but we know there could be a lot more.  If you would like to join, please see one of the committee members above.

Alternatively, why not set up a standing order to cover membership and lotto.  Details of this are scheme are contained in this newsletter.
The standing order scheme might be of interest to many or our ‘ex-pats’ who are scattered around the world so please feel free to send them the details.
Club Lotto 


The lotto continues to be a great success and is truly the lifeblood of the club.  The current lotto prize is approximately £3,000 and tickets priced only £1 are available at the usual outlets (Morgans Mace, McBrides Bar, The Tea Rooms, The Blue Room and Rory’s in Ballyvoy).  Thank you to the local business’s for the continued use of their premises.

If you want to make sure number are in the draw, why not set up a standing order and have 2 tickets in the draw every week without fail (see below)! 

St Brendans

With dwindling numbers, it was impossible for us to field a team at all ages so it was ultimately agreed that an amalgamation with Glenravel and Cloughmills should be considered.  This was not an easy decision but for 2007, it was agreed that we should give it a go and we joined up at Under 12, Under 16 and Minor level to form St Brendans.  At under 14, we fielded our own team last year.
The success of St Brendans in their first year cannot be overstated.  To see our young players compete in Division 1 has given the club new energy.  We hope that St Brendans will continue to provide a foundation for new talented hurlers for years to come and this year all underage players from u12 to u21 will compete as St Brendans.

We would ask as many parents as possible to help out with transport for training/matches etc.

Upcoming fixtures for the u14 team in the Feile tournament are shown below:

Loughgiel v St Brendans

22 March

St Brendans v Ballycastle
29 March

St Brendans v Cushendall
5 April

St Brendans v Loughgiel

9 April

Ballycastle v St Brendans 
12 April

Cushendall v St Brendans 
19 April

The minors will play St Enda’s in the Minor Hurling Championship with the winners taking on Rasharkin.

St Brendans u-21’s will play Lamh Dearg in the championship with the winners taking on Gort na Mona.
Community Week

Community Week has been set for the week beginning Monday 14 July to Sunday 20 July.  Many of the usual events will be run again this year but we are keen to listen to new ideas from all sources.  Please speak to any committee member there is no point in bringing forward a good idea on the 1st of July!!
New ideas being considered for this year include a puppet show for children, ‘laser quest’ and a night at the races under the lights with pigs.
The amount of work involved in organising and running community week cannot be overstated and the burden seems to fall on an ever dwindling number of people every year.  Every little helps and if you feel you can contribute in any way, please let us know as soon as possible.

Senior League and IHC 

After much debate and discussion throughout the county, the league structures for 2008 have finally been agreed.  We are an extremely tough Division 2 that includes beaten Ulster Finalists, Ballycran.  
This season’s senior team league fixtures are below:

	Shane O Neills 
	Cushendun 
	20/04/2008

	Cushendun 
	St. Galls
	27/04/2008

	St. Pauls 
	Cushendun 
	30/04/2008

	Cushendun 
	Tir na Nog 
	11/05/2008

	Sarsfields 
	Cushendun 
	14/05/2008

	Cushendun 
	Rasharkin 
	08/06/2008

	Rossa 
	Cushendun 
	06/07/2008

	Glenravel 
	Cushendun 
	13/07/2008

	Cushendun 
	Ballycran 
	20/07/2008

	Armoy 
	Cushendun 
	20/08/2008

	Cushendun 
	Cloughmills 
	27/08/2008

	Carey Faughs 
	Cushendun 
	31/08/2008

	Cushendun 
	Gaeil Chluana 
	20/09/2008

	Gort Na Mona 
	Cushendun 
	27/09/2008

	Cushendun 
	Lamh Dhearg 
	05/10/2008


The defence of the Intermediate Hurling Championship will begin with a quarter final match against the winners of Armoy versus Clooney Gaels.

This year will also the return of the senior reserve team so keep an eye for fixtures in the weekly parish bulletin.

Club Sponsors
We are delighted to announce that the clubs main sponsor, Wilsons of Rathkenny, have agreed to continue their long association with the club and will sponsor us again this year.  Wilsons have now contributed over £20,000 to the club over the last 10 years.
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A word of thanks also to Jim McCall, a visitor the apartments in Cushendun, whos company, M DOHMEN, donated money to the club last year for advertising on the scoreboard and to Fiona and Cormac Mc Keegan of Mc Brides bar who sponsored T-Shirts for last years Intermediate Championship winning team.

Please support all our sponsors.

Intermediate Hurling Championship Draw
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Senior Hurling Championship Draw
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Standing Order Scheme
The club currently runs a standing order scheme which is aimed at raising funds specifically for development of facilities.  The clubs current ambition is to develop new changing room facilities which will include moderns changing rooms, meeting room facilities and storage etc.

At present we have approximately 30 members who pay standing orders of £10 per month and this generates funds of approximately £3,600 per year.

Our aim is to double the number of people contributing by way of standing order within 2 years i.e an additional 30 members.

In return for the standing order, each person receives 2 sets of numbers in the weekly Lotto draw.  In addition, each contributor is deemed to be a member of the club  i.e no membership fee is payable.

If you are interested in contributing in this way you are required to:


1. complete the attached slip and return it to the Club Treasurer 


2. and bring this letter to your bank and request them to set up a monthly standing order of £10 to the following account-

Bank:


Northern Bank Cushendall



Account Name: 

Cushendun Hurling Club (Building Development Account)


Sort Code:

95 02 86


Account Number: 
611052470 

Numbers will be entered in the lotto in the Sunday following the first direct debit being received in the Building Development Account.


Many thanks for your continued support.

Robeird Eimeid CLG


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please detach here and return to Club Treasurer
R Eimeid CLG

Standing Order Scheme
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I confirm that I have instructed my bank to set up monthly standing order in favour of Cushendun Hurling Club.  This standing order will commence on       …………………………..(insert date).

My two sets of number for the number are:


Set 1

……

……

……

……



Set 2

……

……

……

……

Signed:

………………………………………     Date: 
……………...
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Gaelic Telecom is the Official Telecoms Partner to the GAA.
Its sole purpose is to raise funds for individual Clubs throughout the 32 counties whilst saving members and supporters money on their home phone bills.

Join Gaelic Telecom TODAY and get 

· Guaranteed savings on your home phone bill 

· Guaranteed Service 

· Guaranteed money directly back to your local GAA Club
So you save money and your Club makes money...it's as simple as that!

How It Works

Anyone who changes to Gaelic Telecom will receive a high quality phone service enjoyed by over 50,000 people, with Calls, Line rental and broadband all on one bill. Gaelic Telecom then takes 15% of your monthly call charges and gives it to whatever GAA Club you choose to nominate. You save money and your Local Club raise money at the same time. It's as simple as that.

So....

· Step 1: Choose who you want to nominate to receive 15% of your call charges-Cushendun Emmets!

· Step 2: Pick the call packs and Broadband Pack that best suits you. 

· Step 3: Call Gaelic Telecom on 08702244226 or visit  www.gaelictelecom.ie/signup-ni.php    to change over 

· Step 4: Start saving and supporting your club 

Payments

Last year Cushendun Emmets received almost £1,000 from Gaelic Telecom with a just a small number of people signed up so think what we can do with a few more signed up!  All those signed up speak highly of the level of service and the savings made.

Gaelic Telecom covers internet broadband use and business phones as well.

SAFFRON DRAW –PRIZE DETAILS
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Range Rover Sport 2.7 TDV6 SE 5dr

Range Rover staked out new territory with the introduction of the Range Rover Sport. An all-new sports tourer that contradicts, disrupts and challenges expectations of how a 4x4 should look, feel and perform. 
Delivering on-road performance, best-in-class comfort and refinement with incredible off-road ability, its distinctive, chiselled styling and road manners take enjoyment to the next level. 
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Honda Civic 2.2 CTDi EX

With ground breaking design, the Civic has revolutionised the way we drive. It’s a 5 door, with the dynamic sporty look of a 3 door. It’s extremely spacious and versatile inside without compromising on quality or comfort. But what makes the Civic really different is its radical approach to the driving experience. 
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Luxury Family Holiday for Next 3 Years (2 adults & 2 children)

Year 1 - Florida, experience the Disney magic 
Year 2 - Portugal, beautiful long sandy beaches 
Year 3 - Spain, visit Portaventura, exciting theme park

Holidays supplied by Arrow Travel -184 Andersonstown Road, Belfast BT11 9BZ 
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A prize to the value of £10,000

A prize to the value of £5,000 plus 10 Additional Prizes of £1,000 in value

























� LINK Excel.Sheet.8 "E:\\Championship Draws File 2008 for monday.xls" "IHC!R8C1:R23C9" \f 0 \p ���
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